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Å Innovation Fund offersñregularòcalls for proposals and auctions. For auctions,

ñAuction-as-a-Serviceò(AaaS) was operationalised this year.

Å ñRegularògrants calls for proposals, have been thoroughly reviewed and are now better 

aligned with the State aid guidelines for decarbonisation projects ïñGrants-as-a-

Serviceòis now possible.

Å IF has a limited budget and there is a growing pool of decarbonisation projects 

identified under the Innovation Fund ñregularòcalls for proposals that could benefit from 

national schemes.

Å Not all MS have schemes to award such projects

Å MS could establish State aid schemes to provide support to projects that

Å have passed all minimum requirements (i.e. projects awarded STEP Seal) but have not 

been awarded an IF grant(ñsubstituteaidò)and/or

Å have been awarded an IF grant, but still need additional public funding(ñtop-upaidò).
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To limit undue competition distortions and maximise environmental benefits:

Å Member State must engage in (pre)notification contacts with the Commission at the same 

time as the publication of the call for proposal, or at the latest 3 months after that? Language 

waiver will be necessary.

Å State aid measure is an aid scheme relying on GaaS:

Å Scope:

Å No limitation to certain sectors or pre-identified undertakings and following GaaS ranking

Å No projects that use or rely on fossil fuels (except CCUS projects)

Å All energy produced must come exclusively from renewable energy sources

Å All hydrogen used must qualify as renewable hydrogen

Å No dedicated infrastructure (open or integrated)

Å Remaining State aid compatibility conditions will have to be checked (proportionality and 

indirect emissions)



Å ThroughñGrants-as-a-serviceòmechanism, MS can benefit from the EU-level competition and 

well-established selection process at the EU level for the variety of decarbonisation projects.

Å Not all MS have schemes for decarbonisation projects.

Å GaaS can save administrative effort of developing a new scheme,

Å MS benefit from faster State aid clearance, subject to certain conditions.

Å MS would be able to grant State aid for decarbonisation projects selected under Innovation 

Fund ñregularòcalls. Once there is a GaaS scheme approved, MS would not have to notify 

individual aid anymore. Such schemes could be open-ended and cover multiple IF ñregularò 

calls for proposals

Å Member States will only have to evaluate quality projects and they will have all the information 

gathered during the IF selection process at their disposal. By relying on the IF evaluation, the 

checks of the national authorities on State aid compliance would be reduced to the 

minimum.

Å In case of interest by Member States, the Commission services could help interested Member

States in setting up such schemes.





Å Under IF ñregulargrantsòup to 60% of the funding gap can be covered

Å Large share of IF projects need a combined public support, in majority of cases this is 

State aid (IPCEI, RRF, ad-hoc cases, to smaller extent GBER)

Å Not all MS have schemes for decarbonisation projects. GaaS can save administrative 

effort of developing a new scheme also for a top-aid scheme

Å There are rules on combined public support that are difficult to navigate for the 

projects ïStaff Working Document is forthcoming with guidance for applicants:

Å The purpose of SWD will be to bring together information on how the combination of 

an IF grant with other public support, be it EU or Member Statesô

Å can be managed and reflected in the IF application, and

Å might be assessed by (i) competent national authorities (for State aid) or (ii) funding 

bodies/managing authorities of other EU funding programmes.

















Where users look for information (% of users) Is information on EU funding easy to find?
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Á

Key take-aways:

see value in a one-stop-shop combining 

EU and national funding

268 positive 
comments

21 negative 
comments





IT: 9 regional and

1 national ERDF programme

DE: 5 regional 

programmes

DK: 1 regional 

ERDF+JTF programme

FR: 2 regional ERDF and 

ESF+ programmes

ES: 7 regional ERDF, 2 

regional ESF+ and one 

national JTF programme

RO: 2 national ESF+ and 2 

national ERDF programmes



STEP reprogramming of the Danish Just 
Transition Fund program
by Patrick Danielsen, DK STEP NCP

7th November 2024



Á The designation of North Jutland based on 
the restructuring of greenhouse gas -
intensive production processes

Á The designation of South Jutland based on 
the phasing out of fossil fuel production

JTF 2021-2027 and geographical scope

Northern Jutland

Southern Jutland

From 2021 -2027, the JFT invests 85,4 mio. euros in 
activities in Denmark aimed at mitigating the adverse
effects of the climate transition by supporting the most 
affected territories and workers concerned and to 
promote a balanced socio-economic transition.

Northern - and Southern Jutland has been appointed
eligible areas. 
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The Just Transition Fund 2021 -2027: 85,4 mio. euro

Five operations

13,3 
0,2k Ù 

A cohesive Denmark with strong local 
business lighthouses

13,3 
0,2k Ù

Technology- and business development 
within Power -to-X

6,7 
0,2k Ù

Better conditions for green transition in 
SMEs

26,0 
0,2k Ù

Development of brown biorefining such as 
pyrolysis

25,3 
0,2k Ù

A&9&/230&17 2' /2$!/ 9!/8& $+!,16 '25 @L̈́ 
capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS)

Skills development

Research and development

Investment aid

Preliminary projects

Types of activities
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Reprogramming of the JTF program to STEP

STEP 
Å Increased EU-cofinancing rate (up to 

100%)
Å Increased flexibility to support 

productive investments in large 
enterprises 
Å Indicative list

Å 30% pre -financing 

Issues
Å Lack of interest in applying for funds

Å Complaints over a low EU-
cofinancing rate

Å A new fund with new 
intervention logics and 
partnerships

Å Re-announcements of calls
Å Lack of demand for skills 

development 
Å Severe time constraints to reach n+3
Å The maturity of the technologies

The process

Å Fall 2023: Following the negotiations of 
STEP

Å Spring 2024: Preliminary dialogue with the 
Commission and informal consultation

Å Summer 2024: Formal consultation and 
program approval 



Projects
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Á Four projects have been selected for 

support before reprogramming

ÁOpen calls:

Á PtX: applications are being processed

Á CCUS: deadline for applications in 

November

Á Pyrolysis: deadline for applications in 

November

Beyond Fossil
The Business Lighthouse for 

green energy and sector coupling. 
The project consists of ten 

innovation projects. Furthermore, 
the project facilitates networking 
!$7,9,7,&6 '25 PJBv6 !1% 2''&56 

skills development.

Development of North 
Jutland Oxy -Fuel 

pyrolysis
The project will develop a test -

and demonstration facility based 
on Oxy-Fuel pyrolysis on Vrejlev
Energi (biogas plant) and R&D in 

relation to eliminating PFAS

CO2Vision NeXt
The Business Lighthouse for 

CCUS. The project establishes 
three new mini -lighthouses to 

test and demonstrate new CCUS 
solutions.

Green Port Scandinavia
The project will establish a CO2 

intermediate storage facility with 
a capacity of 200,000 tonnes of 

biogenic CO2 per year from 
biogas plants. Furthermore, 

preliminary analyzes are carried 
out with the aim of increasing the 

capacity to 800,000 tonnes in 
2028 from new CO2 sources.



CohesionPolicyreprogrammingin 
North Rhine-Westphalia/Germany

STEPNCAsmeeting07/11



1. InnovativeNRW(PO1. i)

2. SME-friendlyNRW(PO1.ii-iv)

3. Sustainable NRW(PO2.i, ii, iv,vi undvii)

4. MobileNRW(PO2.viii)

5. LiveableNRW(PO5.i)

[6. Sustainablecoalregions(PO8.i)ςJTF]

[7. NEW:Resilientcoalregions(PO8.i)ςJTF]

8. NEW:CompetitiveNRW(PO1.vi)

9. NEW:Resource-efficientNRW(PO2.ix)

1

STEP-relatedreprogrammingςERDF



STEP-relatedobjectiveςCompetitiveNRW

2

Measures:

- Developmentof criticaltechnologies(innovationcompetitions)

- Researchinfrastructurefor criticaltechnologies

- Patentcommercialisationfor criticaltechnologies

- Digitaltechnologiesand technology-intensiveinnovations

- Inter-companytrainingcentresfor criticaltechnologies



STEP-relatedobjectiveςResource-efficientNRW

3

Measures:

- Circularvaluecreation

- callfor projectsέRessource.NRWέ

- CircularEconomy

- Supportfor sustainableandenvironmentallyorientedstart-upsand
start-ups



STEP-relatedobjectivesςExamples
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STEP-relatedobjectivesςExamples

5



STEP-relatedobjectivesςExamples
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STEP-relatedreprogramming- Timeline
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Dates2024 Implementationstages

03/01 STEPRegulationentersinto force

05/07 ERDF/JTFmonitoringcommittee:Decisionto amendprogramme

05/22 WGERDF/JTFcoordination:Decisionof financialplanfor programme
amendment

06/25 Approvalof the decisionto amendthe programmeviacirculation 
procedure

07/01 Formalsubmissionof ERDF/JTFprogrammeamendmentto COM

08/07 Approvalof STEPamendmentbyCOM


