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National Contact Points: your role, experience, and ambition
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Mobilising funds towards STEP: Cohesion Policy
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WIFI

Wifi network: ECvisitor

Password: Welcome




Opening remarks
10h00 - 10h15

Christiane Canenbley




NCPs presentation

Name, country and Ministry/organisation




NCP: your role,
experience and ambitio

10h15-11h15

STEP Taskforce

Good practices from NCPs




NCP network objectives and role

OBJECTIVES

Facilitating reprogramming
for STEP

Raising awareness in
the MS on STEP

YOUR ROLE

Main Contact Point for the
Commission and National
Stakeholders

Ensure consistency and coordination
with existing networks of National
Contact Points of other programmes
(e.g. Horizon Europe)

Share best practices
among peers

Identifying and signalling
obstacles to implementation
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&
NCP network: working methods

2 in person meetings per year. 3-4 online meetings per year: Regular updates by email
Next meeting in June 2025 Next meeting from the Taskforce and
(date tbc) in February/March bilateral contact anytime)

%o
P

Potential topics for future meetings:

2

1st STEP annual report (mid-2025) Presentation of next batch of Seals

an

———— cormmission



NCP role: Mapping of good practices in MS

What are the actions
you have taken, or you
envisage to activate
your national STEP
network?

Which practical examples
you could share with the
group today?

Which resources or
material are the most
useful? Would you need
any extra resources?
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STEP Seals
11h15 - 12h15

Insights facilitating Seal’s uptake and your role as a
National Contact Point in your Member State

STEP Taskforce
DG CLIMA




Refresher -

PROGRAMMES
CONCERNED

Digital Europe
Programme

European Defence
Fund

EU4Health

Horizon Europe

Innovation Fund

11

the STEP Seal 1/2

CONDITIONS
FOR ATTRIBUTION

Project complying
with the Contributing to
minimum quality STEP objectives
requirements

PUBLICATION ON
STEP PORTAL

Q

"

Award of
STEP Seal

European
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Refresher - the STEP Seal 2/2

12

Q

"

STEP Seal

BENEFITS PER PROGRAMME

Cohesion policy funds  pogsibility for Managing Authority to fast-track
(ERDF, CF, ESF+, JTF) project (ERDF, ESF+) and grant combined support

Recovery and Resilience Project to be considered as a priority for funding
Facility (RRF) under national Recovery and Resilience Plans

Project may be considered as a priority for

Modernisation Fund .
funding

To be taken into account by Commission in its
InvestEU ‘policy check’, and project to be examined by
implementing partners

Other Union funds or Project could be granted (combined) support
programmes

European
Commission



Uptake of Seals — timeline of awards 2024-2025

DIGITAL
Nov/Dec
Horizon E|C*
Europe June/July
Nov/Dec
Mono-beneficiary
Multi-beneficiary
Innovation
EU4Health EDF
Fund Decembe May/June
October 5 y

*First cut-off




Uptake of Seals — a joint effort

Publication | %y
in STEP
portal

Only upon consent (for unfunded
projects)

Approx 1 month after results
Including location & contact form

Award of
the Seal

Awarded at the same time as results are
communicated by the Commission

Automatically generated in the

0.0
0
(\(\’\
Awareness

raising

ws

A\

IR

Commission Funding&Tender Portal

Leaflet for Seal holders A shared with

beneficiaries

Published in the STEP

Dedicated Portal

Seal calls STEP TF circulates info
pal among relevant seal

holders

ODORP: >

STEP TF distributes list of
published Seals to NCPs

% Possibility for
alternative or

REGIO/EMPL & ECFIN/RECOVER . .
cumulative funding

promote Seals to managing
authorities . :
Advisory services

Promotion to private investors

European
Commission




STEP
SEAL TEMPLATE

uropean |
- Commission

The project proposal
[Number] — [Acronym
[Title]
by
[Coordinator legal name] [and other participants/
submitted under the [Programme name] call
[Topic ID] — [Topic description/fitle]

was recognised as a high-quality project proposal in a highly competitive evaluation process and contributes to the
Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP) objectives, following evaluation by an international panel

of independent experts.
The STEP (Sovereignty) Seal 1s a quality label awarded by the European Commission aimed at facilitating access to funding opportunities under other y \
Union programmes covered by STEP. For further information, visit https://strategic-technologies europa.eu/ Z &
§\ Europe'an.
= Commission

Brussels, [dare]



STEP Seals - role of the NCPs

Link Seal holders with relevant funding sources and bodies (Cohesion Policy
programme amendments and RRF; private investors):

Map relevant national stakeholders and regularly disseminate STEP Seals.

STEP Seal awareness raising in your national fora.

Communication and engagement: Seal holders to contact NCPs; NCPs
proactively to communicate the Seals to stakeholders. Reach out to the STEP
Taskforce for concrete information and clarifications.

European
Commission




Innovation Fund
STEP Seal projects

Ewelina DANIEL, Policy Officer
DG CLIMA, Innovation Fund.team

7 November 2024
STEP NCPs meeting

|




Content

0 Innovation Fund introduction

Projects from IF23 call passing all
e requirements but were not selected
for funding

e Grants-as-a-Service

° Combined public support

III!I!\!\\K
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I N N OVA I Io N F U N D L Funded by the EU Emissions Trading System J

Deploying innovative net-zero technologies for climate neutrality

i
€40 billion* available » grants awarded through avoid GHG emissions,
between 2020-2030 regular calls and auctions » boost competitiveness

- supporting innovation in: N

Energy-intensive Renewable Energy Carbon capture, Net-zero mobility
industries energy storage use and storage and buildings

N b

*based on a carbon price of €75/tonne



IF23 Call: Net Zero Technologies (NZT)

IF23 NTZ call

A 3357/ received proposals
INNOVATION FUND -

A 9 5 resubmissions Applications to the 2023 Net-Zero Technologies call

Applications per category

A 283 admissible & eligible ==

204 Energy-intensive industries

A 85 to be invited for grant
agreement preparation (Seals)

A 64 projects passing all
requirements but were not
selected for funding (Seals)

* 2 proposals withdrew during the evaluation
*LSP = Large-Scale Projects ; MSP = Medium-Scale Projects ; SSP = Small-Scale Projects

European
Commission



539% of the evaluated proposals passed all
evaluation criteria

IF23 NZT
282 evaluated proposals Received Eligible Pass all

proposals proposals criteria

GENERAL-LSP 139 132 (95%) 80 (619%0)
-— GENERAL-MSP 50 38 (76%) 16 (42%)
132 ir;Jo[/Jbosals Pass all criteria:
149*?;%}2053[5 GENERAL-SSP 42 22 (52%) 8 (36%)
MANUFACTURING 56 52* (919%) 25* (499%)
PILOTS 50 39 (78%) 20 (519%0)

Significant increase in the
share of proposals passing all
criteria

European
Commission

* 2 proposals withdrew during the evaluation



IF23 selected projects

Share of projects by category

Energy storage; 5%

RES: 8% |

By number of projects

Mobility ; 9%

Manufacturing \

Newly added mobility projects in:
Aviation, Road transport, Maritime* sectors

Manufacturing Manufacturing for Ell

Renewab

Mobility

les

m |F-23 (# projects)
0€

Manufacturing for RES

Manufacturing for ES
Solar energy
Hydro/Ocean energy
Wind energy

Maritime
Aviation

Road transport

71€

*|CM : Industrial Carbon Management

IF23 Budget
1,000 €

739 €

821¢€
4

Millions

10
10

10

2,000 €

European
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VY 2
S &=
208 projects: € 12.04 Billion

123 ongoing + EU granted +
85 under GAP* under GAP*

Q

~929 Mt CO2 eq
to be avoided**

Countries

Two new countries added: Estonia and Slovakia

*GAP: Grant Agreement Preparation
** estimated based on 10 years operations

| Resulting Innovation Fund portfolio

Project location

5

10

15

20

25

30

\7 <
g"’/j% &
% % European
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for funding
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Projects passing all requirements but not selected
for funding - (64 proposals)

Number of
passing projects
not selected for

funding

Requested grant
amount
[in million EUR],
if only 1 project,
amount not provided
for confidentiality
reasons

10

12

10

2,000
1,800
1,600
1,400
1,200
1,000
800
600
400
200

AT

AT

BG & £

413

1

BG

310

cz

583

DE

DK

DK

EE

EE

EL

713

EL

11

1,799

ES

11

FR HR HU IE IS

1,140

205

FI FR HR HU IE IS

w

414

LI

LT

LT

LU

LU

LV

| .
Lv. MT
172
[1

MT

215

NL

* %k

> Kk

* gk

ot
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Projects passing all requirements but not selected
for funding - (64 proposals)

Non-ferrous Metals Wl 1

Wind energy I 2
Iron & steel mWE 1
Use of renewable energy outside Annex | [l 1

Manufacturing of components for ES I 2

Other NG 4
Cement & lime IS 12
Other energy storage I 3
Hydrogen NI S

Solar energy HH

Refineries I 18
Chemicals GGG 10

Hydro/Ocean energy

Number of
passing projects
not selected for

funding

11

Non-ferrous Metals

Wind energy

Iron & steel

Use of renewable energy outside Annex |
Manufacturing of components for ES
Other

Cement & lime

Other energy storage

Hydrogen

Solar energy

Refineries

Chemicals

Hydro/QOcean energy

107

. 025

H 66

| 72

I 272
I 162

I ——— 2,407

. 206
I 637

I 2,454

I —— 1,367

’

500 1,000 1,500

Requested grant
amount
[in million EUR]

> Kk

* %k

* gk

ot

2,000

2,500
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@ requirements but were not selected
for funding

e Grants-as-a-Service

° Combined public support
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Grants-as-a-Service (GaaS): introduction

A Innovation Fund offers i r e g udalks fooproposals and auctions. For auctions,
N Auc tas-a-8 e r v i(AaaS) was operationalised this year.

A A R e g ugtamtg calls for proposals, have been thoroughly reviewed and are now better
aligned with the State aid guidelines for decarbonisation projectsi n Gr aas-a-s
S e r v is gow possible.

A IF has a limited budget and there is a growing pool of decarbonisation projects
identified under the Innovation Fund i r e g aallsdor pyoposals that could benefit from
national schemes.

A Not all MS have schemes to award such projects

A MS could establish State aid schemes to provide support to projects that

A have passed all minimum requirements (i.e. projects awarded STEP Seal) but have not

beenawardedanIFgrant( N s u b s & ii daadfor
A have been awarded an IF grant, but still need additional public funding ( i B ko

ropean,
mGis<n

.
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Accelerated assessment - conditions

To limit undue competition distortions and maximise environmental benefits:

A

Member State must engage in (pre)notification contacts with the Commission at the same
time as the publication of the call for proposal, or at the latest 3 months after that? Language
waiver will be necessary.

State aid measure is an aid scheme relying on GaaS:

Scope:

No limitation to certain sectors or pre-identified undertakings and following GaasS ranking
No projects that use or rely on fossil fuels (except CCUS projects)

All energy produced must come exclusively from renewable energy sources

All hydrogen used must qualify as renewable hydrogen

No dedicated infrastructure (open or integrated)

Remaining State aid compatibility conditions will have to be checked (proportionality and
iIndirect emissions)

o o To I» e

European |
Commission




Grants-as-a-Service:
advantages for Member States

A Throughin Gr a-astass e r v imeahanism, MS can benefit from the EU-level competition and
well-established selection process at the EU level for the variety of decarbonisation projects.

A Not all MS have schemes for decarbonisation projects.
A Gaa$S can save administrative effort of developing a new scheme,
A MS benefit from faster State aid clearance, subject to certain conditions.

A MS would be able to grant State aid for decarbonisation projects selected under Innovation
Fund i r e g aallsa@nce there is a GaaS scheme approved, MS would not have to notify
individual aid anymore. Such schemes could be open-ended and cover multiplelIFir egul ar
calls for proposals

A Member States will only have to evaluate quality projects and they will have all the information
gathered during the IF selection process at their disposal. By relying on the IF evaluation, the
checks of the national authorities on State aid compliance would be reduced to the
minimum.

A In case of interest by Member States, the Commission services could help interested Member
States in setting up such schemes. o

European
Commission

14
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Combined public support

Underl F NAr @ ga fupa® 60% of the funding gap can be covered

Large share of IF projects need a combined public support, in majority of cases this is
State aid (IPCEI, RRF, ad-hoc cases, to smaller extent GBER)

Not all MS have schemes for decarbonisation projects. GaaS can save administrative
effort of developing a new scheme also for a top-aid scheme

There are rules on combined public support that are difficult to navigate for the
projects i Staff Working Document is forthcoming with guidance for applicants:

The purpose of SWD will be to bring together information on how the combination of
an IF grant with other public support, be it EU or Member St at e s 0

A can be managed and reflected in the IF application, and

A might be assessed by (i) competent national authorities (for State aid) or (ii) funding
bodies/managing authorities of other EU funding programmes.

European
Commission



Thank you

© European Union 2023Las

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the EU,

permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. Fotolia.com; Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. iStock.com

European
Commission




34

European
Commission

g

X

ok

=

*%




Family photo and
lunch break

12h15-13h30

Follow the instructions of the STEP TF

Lunch break on 22" floor
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Draft agenda

Users' survey
Mobilising funds towards STEP: Cohesion Policy
Mobilising funds towards STEP: InvestEU Member State Compartment

Closing remarks by Christiane Canenbley
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Users' survey
13h30-13h45

37




A total of 485 people responded to the survey O
The survey generated high interest from private companies and businesses

Who replied to the survey?

m Employed by or own a (private) company
w Academic/researcher

w Civil servant employed by non-governmental / civil
society organisation

Employed by an industry association
8.01%
m Working for a consulting organisation that assists
companies in applying for EU funding

m Other

European
Commission




Respondents have experience on Horizon Europe and Cohesion Policy Fund®
Most of the respondents also belong to other sectors beyond the STEP sectors

Which EU funding programme(s) under
STEP do you have experience with? Is your company/organisation active in one of the

following sectors?
RRF

Cohesion Policy Funds  n— = Digital and deep tech

InvestEll mm

Digital Europe Programme m Cleantech and resource
efficient technologies

European Defence Fund
Innovation Fund = = Biotechnologies
EU4Health
Horizon Erope Active in a different sector
N/A

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

European
Commission




Users are looking for easier sources to look for EU funding
To enrich their knowledge, users often reach out to non-official information sources to fill information gaps

Where users look for information (% of users) Is information on EU funding easy to find?
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
5 20 17
0
EU websites (e.g. EU Funding & Tenders Port_ 74 "; 15 1 13 13

) 9

National or regional governmentwebsites_ 53 % 5 5 4 2
N |
o 0 - I .

Newsletters or email alerts _34 49 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

{O2NAY3 k mn o6mn 06SAy3
Events and webinars I 36

48
How easy is submitting an application?
Word of mouth or professional networks 56
20 19
R %)
Consulting firms or experts 36 g
S 15
4= 12 12
il medi - o 27 S 11
Social media channels (e.g., LinkedIn, X (Twitter).*® () 9 9
21 2 10 8 8
=
3
Other s o 5 4 2
3 a 2
o M 1 x
m OFFICIAL - NON-OFFICIAL 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

{O2NAY3 k mMn omn 06SAy13

European



The majority of users see value in a one-stop-shop approach
Excellent feedback on the STEP portal

72%

of respondents see value in a onatop-shop combining
EU and national funding

/ \

268 positive 21 negative

comments comments
1. Easier discovery 1. Different requirements
2. Time saving 2. Complexity of messages (confusion & overload of info)
3. Enhanced clarity 3. (Changing criteria & evaluation processes

Key takeaways:

! ~
_‘O’_ A Having information combined is seen as an added value, confirming the need for cross-Programme listing of opportunities m

A Concerns on combining the National & Regional levels indicate a need for consciousness on what will be embedded (information overload)




Mobilising funds towards
STEP: Cohesion Policy

13h45-15h15

National Contact Points: Denmark, Germany, Italy, Romania

DG REGIO/DG EMPL

==— Commission




1st wave of reprogramming
a strong start

77

n

/
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STEP reprogramming of the Danish Just
Transition Fund program
by Patrick Danielsen, DK STEP NCP

7™ November 2024

Fonden for
@ Retfeerdig Omstilling

Medfinansieret af — = —_—
Den Europzeiske Union ERHVERVSSTYRELSEN




JTF 2021-2027 and geographical scope

From 2021 -2027, the JFT invests 85,4 mio. euros in

activities in Denmark aimed at mitigating the adverse o8
effects of the climate transition by supporting the most ssasssiss
affected territories and workers concerned and to _esasiiilils
promote a balanced socio-economic transition.
Northern - and Southern Jutland has been appointed el i
eligible areas. Treteass
A The designation of North Jutland based on esssestiiiiite.
the restructuring of greenhouse gas - sasssatissiaiiaiiis
intensive production processes
, o SR 11
A The designation of South Jutland based on es 233333333330%0°
the phasing out of fossil fuel production R R T
Southern Jutland | "*""sssssasseess

Northern Jutland

® Fonden for
& Retfaerdig Omstilling

Medfinansieret af
Den Europaiske Union

45



The Just Transition Fund 2021 -2027: 85,4 mio. euro

Five operations

A cohesive Denmark with strong local
business lighthouses

Technology- and business development
within Power -to-X

Better conditions for green transition in
SMEs

Development of brown biorefining such as
pyrolysis

A&9&/ 230&17 2' | 2%! ]
capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS)

Types of activities

@B} Skills development

'\ET; Research and development

‘ l:: ‘:: ‘:: [ Investment aid

Preliminary projects

Fonden for
@ Retfaerdig Omstilling

Medfinansieret af
Den Europaiske Union
46




Reprogramming of the JTF program to STEP

Issues STEP
A Lack of interest in applying for funds A Increased EU-cofinancing rate (up to
A Complaints over a low EU- 100%)
cofinancing rate A Increased flexibility to support
A A new fund with new productive investments in large
intervention logics and enterprises
partnerships A Indicative list
A Re-announcements of calls A 30% pre -financing
A Lack of demand for skills
development
A Severe time constraints to reach n+3
A The maturity of the technologies

The process A Spring 2024: Preliminary dialogue with the
Commission and informal consultation

Il 2023: Following th tiati f '
A Fall 2023: Following the negotiations o A Summer 2024: Formal consultation and

STEP

Fonden for
program approval @ Retfeerdig Omstilling

Medfinansieret af
Den Europaiske Union




Projects

Four projects have been selected for
support before reprogramming

Open calls:
PtX: applications are being processed

CCUS: deadline for applications in
November

Pyrolysis: deadline for applications in
November

Beyond Fossil
The Business Lighthouse for
green energy and sector coupling. pyrolysis
The project consists of ten The project will develop a test -

innovation projects. Furthermore, and demonstration facility based
the project facilitates networking = on Oxy-Fuel pyrolysis on Vrejlev

Development of North
Jutland Oxy -Fuel

1 $7, 9, 7, &6 ' 25 Energi(biogas plant) and R&D in 6
skills development.

relation to eliminating PFAS

Green Port Scandinavia

The project will establish a CO2
intermediate storage facility with
_ : a capacity of 200,000 tonnes of
CCUS. The project establishes biogenic CO2 per year from

three new mini -lighthouses to biogas plants. Furthermore,

RN S geoelk] Preliminary analyzes are carried
solutions out with the aim of increasing the

capacity to 800,000 tonnes in
2028 from new CO2 sources.

Medfinansieret af
Den Europaiske Union 48

CO2Vision NeXt
The Business Lighthouse for




CohesiorPolicyreprogrammingn
North RhineWestphalia/Germany

STEMNCAgneeting07/11
R s s R R i s R R T R T T LR T R




STERelatedreprogramming; ERDF

1. InnovativeNRW(POL.1)

2. SMEfriendly NRW(POL.i-Iv)

3. Sustainable NRVWPO2.1, i, Iv,viund vii)
4. Mobile NRW(PQ2.viii)

5. LiveableNRW(POS5.I)

[6. Sustainableoalregions(PO8.1)¢ JTF]

/. NEW'Resilientcoalregions(PO8.1) ¢ JTF]
. NEW:CompetitiveNRW(PO1.vi)

9. NEW:Resourceefficient NRW(PQO2.ix)
w |

and Climate Action

ml_l



STERelatedobjectivec CompetitiveNRW

Measures:

Developmendf criticaltechnologieginnovationcompetitions)
Researcinfrastructurefor criticaltechnologies
Patentcommercialisatiorfor criticaltechnologies
Digitaltechnologiesandtechnologyintensiveinnovations
nter-companytraining centresfor criticaltechnologies

% Federal Ministry
& for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action



STERelatedobjectivec ResourcesfficientNRW

Measures:
Circularvaluecreation
callfor projectséRessource.NR§V
CircularEconomy

Supportfor sustainableand environmentallyoriented start-upsand
start-ups

% Federal Ministry
& for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action



STERelatedobjectivesc Examples

- - Die Landesregierung
= Kofinanziert von der : o
Start MaBnahmen v Uber uns Kontakt ; Nordrhein-Westfalen N
Europaischen Union ~Y)

A > MASSNAHMEN > INNOVATIONSWETTBEWERB GREENECONOMY.IN.NRW

©Quality Stock Arts/Shuttq

Innovationen in Umweltwirtschaft, Circular Economy und Klimaanpassung im Rahmen des EFRE/JTF-Programms NRW 2021-2027

Innovationswettbewerb GreenEconomy.IN.NRW

* Federal Ministry
for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action



STERelatedobjectivesc Examples

g 3 Die Landesregierung
: Kofinanziert von der : '
Start MaBnahmen v Uber uns Kontakt : Nordrhein-Westfalen
Europaischen Union A

A > MASSNAHMEN > INNOVATIONSWETTBEWERB ENERGIE.IN.NRW

© Andriy Onufriyenko / Karl Hendon / Radoslav Zilinsky - getty

Innovationen fur die Energiesysteme der Zukunft, eine klimaneutrale Industrie sowie klima- und ressourcengerechtes Bauen im Rahmen des EFRE/JTF-Programms NRW
2021-2027

Innovationswettbewerb Energie.IN.NRW

% Federal Ministry
& for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action



STERelatedobjectivesc Examples

+ . Die Landesregierung
" Kofinanziert von der . '
Start MaBnahmen v Uber uns Kontakt B Nordrhein-Westfalen
Europaéischen Union A

A > MASSNAHMEN > CIRCULAR ECONOMY - CIRCULARCITIES.NRW

© petrmalinak/Sh

Eine Initiative des Ministeriums fur Umwelt, Naturschutz und Verkehr des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen im Rahmen des EFRE/JTF-Programms NRW 2021-2027

Circular Economy - CircularCities.NRW

% Federal Ministry
for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action



STERelatedreprogramming Timeline

Dates2024 | Implementationstages

03/01
05/07
05/22

06/25

07/01
08/07

% Federal Ministry
& for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action

STEMRegulatiorentersinto force
ERDF/JTiRonitoringcommittee:Decisiornto amendprogramme

WGERDF/JTéoordination:Decisiorof financialplanfor programme
amendment

Approvalof the decisionto amendthe programmeviacirculation
procedure

Formalsubmissiorof ERDF/JTgrogrammeamendmentto COM
Approvalof STERmMendmentoy COM



